THE   TEACHING   OF   NUMBER

source of this satisfaction is due, in some measure, to a
child's natural joy in achievement, but is also greatly
affected by the attitude of adults, who are prone to appraise
mechanical facility too highly, especially as it is often accom-
panied by very little real understanding of the meaning
of the processes involved.

In the earlier chapters, we have referred to activities
such as play with sand and water, and the use of scales
for developing notions of quantity, and we have sug-
gested that the counting and measuring aspects of
number should be approached through constructive
play, occupations, games and centres of interest. All
that children up to seven need to know of number
can be acquired through the development <of these play
impulses to a higher level, while in the last six months
of their stay in the Infants' School they can be helped
to summarise and express orally and in writing the
result of these experiences.

This means that, in written arithmetic, considerably
less should be expected of children on promotion to the
Junior School, but this will be balanced by a more
thorough understanding of the fundamental processes
and by increased facility and speed in dealing mentally
with numbers under eighteen. Children trained in
this way will make rapid progress when they do begin
systematic written work.

Before we make a plan for activities in number, let
us summarise the attainments that may be reasonably
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